2021 A NNUAL R EPORT
Motivating landowners to Pursue, Commit, and Deliver on-the-ground Conservation Practices

Mission
The Middle Park Conservation District promotes the conservation and wise use of land, soil, water, air, wildlife and related natural
resources through education, program administration, and technical assistance for the benefit of all. We are committed to good land
stewardship and sustainable use practices within Grand and Summit Counties.
Trends impacting conservation in Middle Park include: conversion of agricultural lands to development, increased water diversions to
Front Range and downstream users, climate changes trending toward a drier climate, high cost of conservation practices, and an influx
of second homeowners to Middle Park.
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Our Office Grew by One
Four years after the retirement of Kremmling’s full-time District Conservationist, NRCS placed a
new employee in the Kremmling Field Office! It was a exciting morning on July 5, 2021, when Kara
Vigneau walked through the office door. Kara joined the team as a transplant who had spent the
previous seven years working for NRCS in Michigan. Kara brings much needed relief and assistance
to the Kremmling Field Office. Together, Kara and Mark Volt (the District’s part-time Conservation
Technician) provide free consultation services for various natural resource conservation projects,
including irrigation efficiency improvements, range management, soil health, and more. Contact
Mark and Kara at 970-724-3459 ext. 3, with questions or to schedule a site visit.

Conservation Priorities Renewed
As part of the Conservation District’s commitment to staying current and relevant, MPCD distributed a Community
Needs Survey in 2021 to assess our communities’ thoughts, opinions, interests, and needs related to natural resource
conservation and management. Approximately 100 responses were recorded, and those responses helped the Board of
Supervisors update the District’s 2022-2024 Long Range Plan. Overall Resource Concerns remain the same, but more
time, effort, and education will be spent on small acreage landowners in Grand and Summit Counties.
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2021 S UCCESSES
High Country Rural Living & Land Management
2nd Edition
The ULTIMATE Land, Resource, and Good Neighbor Guide
Though the first edition of this guide came out in 2020, MPCD did a huge revamp in 2021
and released its 2nd edition in December. The information in this 64-page guide is so
thorough and diverse that even those who think they know everything about living in the
high country are bound to learn something new. High Country Rural Living & Land
Management is definitely the ultimate read for newcomers and old-timers alike!
Living in rural mountain communities promises both challenges and rewards. We hope, through this guide, landowners will:
a) Better understand the limitations and opportunities created by living in the mountains;
b) Set achievable goals for your property and lifestyle;
c) Grasp conservation-minded principles and acknowledge the importance of conserving our precious natural resources for future
generations.

District Manager Honored with Conservation Excellence Award
Listen to Ag Commissioner Greenberg’s CDA Award Announcement speech here.

During the first webinar series of the Colorado Association of Conservation District’s 2021 Virtual
Annual Meeting, Colorado’s Ag Commissioner presented two “Conservation Excellence” awards; one
to our very own Katlin Miller and the other to Patrick O’Neill, Board Supervisor from Mosca-Hooper
Conservation District. “Conservation work is critical to protecting Colorado’s natural and working
lands that support our state’s agricultural sector,” said Commissioner of Agriculture Kate
Greenberg. “Katlin and Patrick have shown that when landowners, conservation districts, and
state agencies work together, we can create opportunities for farmers and ranchers to engage in
conservation practices while protecting their businesses and their bottom line.”
In response to the honor, Katlin had this to say, “I am so honored to receive this award from CDA and
CSCB. When the East Troublesome Fire struck close to home in October 2020, the Middle Park Conservation District and I
wanted to support our community as best we could. There were so many individuals and entities who stepped up to the plate,
not only during the initial response but also in the recovery phase that continues to this day. While my name is on the plaque, I
share this award with my fellow colleagues and partners who have also sacrificed and worked so hard for the greater good on
the East Troublesome Fire.”

Partnerships Led to Grants that Led to More Assistance for Landowners
As noted above, determination, resourcefulness and partnerships are keys to success in helping landowners. Whether it was
East Troublesome Fire recovery, wildfire mitigation with Grand County Wildfire Council, soil health planning with Friends of
the Lower Blue River, drought planning and education with water providers in Grand County, or free clover seed given local
ranchers through the Middle Park Habitat Partnership Program, MPCD spent most of 2021 engaging with various partners to
assist landowners in Grand and Summit Counties. Many of those partnerships led to grant funds for locals. For example,
between November 2020 and October 2021, East Troublesome Seed Program provided over 41,000 pounds of seed (valued
at more than $150,000) to victims of the East Troublesome Fire. Other grants were secured for 2022, including support of the
Grand County Wildfire Council’s wildfire mitigation programs as well as MPCD’s Irrigation Cost-Share Program to help
landowners to replace, upgrade, and install new
irrigation structures.
For more info on the 2022 MPCD Irrigation Cost-Share
Program, click here. Applications due by March 15, 2022.
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