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Reaching the masses
As a result of our 2024 Community Survey, the Board of Supervisors learned 

that Middle Park Conservation District (MPCD) needs to increase our 
outreach to the non-agrarian residents of Grand and Summit Counties to 
ensure that everyone is prepared to enact conservation practices no matter 

the size of their property. 

To achieve this goal, Middle Park Conservation District collaborated with 
the Grand and Summit County Treasurer’s Offices to reach every 

landowner in both counties. In January of each year, the Treasurer’s Offices 
send property tax invoices to every property owner in their county. MPCD 

created a two-page informational flyer to accompany the 2026 tax invoices. 

Roughly 18,000 flyers will go out in Grand County and 30,000 in Summit County.
We are excited about this outreach initiative and are eager to see if our efforts 

pay off with increased awareness about conservation and MPCD.

Best Nature Photo of 2025

Northern Lights dazzle the sky on 11/11/2025.
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2025 MPCD Finances 2025 Annual Report

Grants received and goods sold are the primary revenue sources of the Middle Park Conservation District. Grants 
primarily come from the Colorado State Conservation Board and the Grand and Summit Boards of County 
Commissioners. Goods sold include grass seed, tree seedlings, tire tanks, and polyacrylamide (PAM). 

Note: Gross Expenses do not include the cost of the tax mailers described on the previous page. They will be on the 2026 finances.

NOTE FOR ARTICLE TO THE RIGHT:  In January 2026, NRCS 
decided to reimburse us for the costs of the DCT during the 
shutdown. MPCD appreciatively accepted this 
reimbursement, but it does not negate the importance of our 
other funding sources. This reimbursement was not 
guaranteed, and without our other funding sources that could 
"pick up the tab" when our grant funding was uncertain, we 
would have had to furlough Mark.

As we all know, this year’s federal government shutdown 
affected many. Middle Park Conservation District is a political 

subdivision of the State, similar to a special district. Despite 
being locally-run, MPCD is innately tied to the federal 

government through our association with Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). Our office is in an NRCS-leased 

building.  Additionally, the salary of our District Conservation 
Technician (DCT), Mark Volt, is funded primarily through a grant 

from NRCS. Per the terms of the DCT grant, Mark is required to 
work primarily on NRCS projects.  

Working thru the shutdown

During the shutdown, MPCD personnel were not permitted to 
work in our office building, use any NRCS-owned equipment 
or vehicles, or receive any federal grant funding. Fortunately, 

our District Manager, Katlin, works remotely and is entirely 
funded by MPCD, so she was not affected by the shutdown. 

Mark was impacted, but that did not stop him. Mark worked in 
the field on projects that required no NRCS specialty 

equipment and that were close to home (because he had to 
use his personal vehicle). 

Despite the shutdown’s limitations, Mark persevered and 
helped landowners get quality conservation projects on the 

ground. During this time, MPCD paid his whole salary with 
funds acquired through local grants and the sale of seed, 

trees, tire tanks, and polyacrylamide. 

MPCD is very grateful for Mark Volt. His passion for the job 
he loves and his dedication to the community members he 

serves make him an incredible human being and an 
invaluable resource for the Middle Park Conservation 

District.

Leaky ditch repair, irrigation erosion control, and simple 
headgate diversion installation

Irrigation pump project on the Colorado River. Mark worked 
during the shutdown to see this project through completion.
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