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Motivating landowners to Pursue, Commit, and Deliver on-the-ground Conservation Practices
This Annual Report is designed to provide a glimpse of the past year and recognize the District’s accomplishments in promoting conservation
and wise use of natural resources throughout Middle Park. We hope this easy-to-read summary will provide the public and our partners with
much needed insight into the programs and services of the Middle Park Conservation District.

About Us

The Middle Park Conservation District is a political subdivision of the State of Colorado formed under the
Colorado Soil Conservation Act of 1937. It is located on the western slope of the Continental Divide at
the headwaters of the Colorado River in Grand and Summit Counties. Middle Park, in its entirety, is
approximately 1,592,000 acres in size (~1,196,000 in Grand and ~396,000 in Summit). The MPCD
boundaries include approximately two-thirds of Grand County and all of Summit County. Though our
bounds do not technically encompass the entirety of Grand and Summit Counties, we have functionally
served ALL residents in both counties for many years. According to 2017 estimated population figures by
the US Census Bureau, about 15,321 people live in Grand County and about 30,585 live in Summit
County.

District Size:
1,170,464 acres

Mission
The Middle Park Conservation District promotes the conservation and wise use of land,
soil, water, air, wildlife and related natural resources through education, program
administration, and technical assistance for the benefit of all. We are committed to
good land stewardship and sustainable use practices within Grand and Summit Counties.

Trends impacting conservation in Middle Park include: conversion of agricultural lands to development, increased water diversions to Front
Range and downstream users, climate changes trending toward a drier climate, high cost of conservation practices, and an influx of second
homeowners to Middle Park.

Long Range Plan

Partners Make a Difference
Partnerships make a huge difference when you are a small entity like the Middle Park Conservation District. We would like to thank all of
our partners and sponsors for their continued support; without you, we would not be where we are today.
Some, but not all, of our partners include: Natural Resource Conservation Service, Colorado State Conservation Board, Colorado Association
of Conservation Districts, Colorado State Forest Service, CSU Extension, Grand County, Summit County, Grand County Wildfire Council,
Middle Park Stockgrowers, Grand County Water Information Network, High Country Conservation Center, East Grand School District, West
Grand School District, Summit School District, Blue Valley Ranch, Northwest Ranch Supply, Frontier Station, Town and County Insurance,
Mountain Marketing Associates, West End Rental & Tires, Grand Junction Pipe , Mountain Air Spray, and the Kremmling Mercantile.

Board of Supervisors

Employees

Ex-Officio Members

Deb Wood—President
Jay Yust—Vice President
Justin Fosha—Secretary/Treasurer
John Longhill—Member
Brien Rose—Member

Katlin Miller—Executive Director/
District Manager
Mark Volt—District Conservation
Technician (DCT)

Stephen Jaouen & Derrick Wyle—NRCS
Ryan McNertney— CSFS Granby Office
Vacant—CSU Extension Grand County
Dan Schroder—CSU Extension Summit County
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Every three years, the Board of Supervisors for the District create a Long Range Plan (LRP) to address resource concerns
within the District bounds. Our 2019-2021 LRP lists four primary resource concerns and their corresponding 3-year goals:

Range, Hay, and Pasture Management: 1) Maintain and improve the health and
productivity of our agriculture and rangelands; 2) Increase the habitat value of our range and
pasturelands for the wildlife that inhabit them and use them as corridors.

Noxious Weeds: 1) Educate landowners on noxious weed identification. 2) Control and curb
the encroachment of noxious weeds throughout Grand and Summit Counties.

Forest Management and Wildfire Mitigation: 1) Improve the health and productivity of
our forests through proper forest management and wildfire mitigation; 2) Increase the habitat
value of our forests for the wildlife that inhabit them and use them as corridors.

Water Quantity, Quality, and Conservation: 1) Educate landowners on water
conservation and the link between water quantity/quality and watershed resiliency; 2) Provide funding opportunities for
water conservation projects; 3) Increase the habitat value of our water resources for the wildlife that inhabit and use them.
MPCD ֎ 106 S 2nd Street ֎ PO Box 265 ֎ Kremmling, CO 80459 ֎ 970-724-3456 ֎ middleparkcd@gmail.com ֎ middleparkcd.com

Youth Education

Irrigation and River Work

In addition to our four main resource concerns, the Middle Park Conservation also identifies Education as an
important 3-year goal: 1) Increase the Middle Park Conservation District’s prominence in the community and
become a more recognizable name to the residents of Grand and Summit Counties, 2) Inspire children to
conserve our natural resources and go into STEM fields of study.

The Middle Park Conservation District works very closely with our federal partner, the
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), to assist landowners with irrigation and
river work. The two main programs our District and our local NRCS personnel focused
on this year were the ‘Targeted Conservation Program (TCP)’ and the ‘Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)’.

To aid in reaching the next generation of conservationists, MPCD works with other education-based
organizations in the community to visit the local schools and teach children about
natural resources and conservation. Three such programs include: Watershed
Week, Water Warriors, and the Blue Valley Ranch Freshwater Snorkeling Event.
Watershed Week is a program hosted by the Grand County Water Information
Network. For three weeks each fall, a group of outdoor educators, including our District Manager Katlin, take
6th-9th grade students from West Grand and East Grand schools into the field to learn about our local
watersheds, benthic macroinvertebrates, water quality, stream discharge, and the importance of watershed
health and conservation.
Water Warriors is a program hosted by MPCD to educate our
local 6th graders about water rights, water users, and the
many ways water is used today. Students speak with local
water users and then must decide for themselves how water
should be divided amongst the four primary water users:
Cities/Towns, Businesses, Agriculture, and Recreation/the Environment.
Freshwater snorkeling in the chilly waters of the Rocky Mountains is not something a lot of
people think of doing, but that is exactly what a group of 20 high school seniors from
Summit County did on the Blue River at Blue Valley Ranch in Kremmling this summer. Blue Valley Ranch has done some extensive stream
habitat improvement and the stream is stocked with trophy trout, making for a unique snorkeling experience. The students were in their
second year of a 2-year advanced science class.

Nearly 60% of Middle Park is covered by Coniferous and Deciduous forests. As a result of
the Mountain Pine Beetle Epidemic of the early 2000s, the majority of our mature lodgepole
pine stands are now dead. Promoting post-beetle kill forest restoration and management is
now critical.
In the summer of 2018, the Middle Park Conservation District (MPCD) acquired a $25,000
Matching Grant from the Colorado State Conservation Board (CSCB)* to fund the Grand
County Wildfire Council’s (GCWC)** 2019 Community Chipping Days and Fuels Reduction
Cost-Share Program.

The remaining $16,648.50 grant
funds were used to reimburse landowners that hired contractors to reduce stand
dead and fallen timber (wildfire fuels) on their properties. Through the Fuels
Reduction Cost-Share Program, we assisted 10 landowners mitigated 55.8 acres,
thereby reducing their risk of property loss due to wildfire. The grant dollars
reimbursed to landowners were matched with $51,101.61 of cash and in-kind dollars.

The RCPP proposal was brought to NRCS by Trout Unlimited, and the project was
approved in 2017. RCPP help fund projects on lands owned by the ‘Irrigators of the
Land in the Vicinity of Kremmling’ (ILVK). It is targeted towards river restoration and
irrigation improvements.
Overall, 2019 was a great year in contracting for the Kremmling Field Office. NRCS
obligated 10 new contracts in our District boundaries totaling over $725,000 on
over 1800 acres. Four of these were TCP contracts worth over $60,000. The other
six were RCPP contracts worth over $664,000. These values are only about half of
the overall project costs. So, in total, the conservation value is over $1.4 million of
projects within the MPCD service area.

Spring Developments
Range management, habitat conservation, and source water protection all rank
high on the priority list for the Middle Park Conservation District. For that
reason, we have taken a strong interest in assisting landowners with spring
developments using recycled heavy equipment tires no longer safe for operators
to use. These tires, ranging in size from 8-12 feet in diameter, have been cut in
half to create sustainable, environmentally-friendly, bulletproof, rust-free, and
freeze-resistant water tanks. Water is piped from the natural spring to the newly
installed water tank located a distance away. Spring developments help protect
the water source, aid in better range management and distribution, and provide
much needed water for both livestock and wildlife.

Wildfire Mitigation

Of the grant dollars received, $8,361.50
helped fund GCWC’s chipping days in
Kremmling, Grand Lake, Fraser, Parshall, and
Granby.
Landowners from throughout
Grand County brought their dead and fallen
timber (slash) to be chipped by us free-ofcharge. Over the course of the five days,
GCWC chipped more than 300 loads of slash
from 158 landowners. In total, 394 acres
were mitigated and 1104 hours of volunteer
time were put into wildfire mitigation
efforts.

TCP is a funding source of EQIP set aside specifically for Middle Park Conservation
District. MPCD submitted an application to the NRCS State Office requesting these
special funds. TCP targets
flood irrigation improvements,
headgate installation, and
ditch lining projects.

Before Mitigation

After Mitigation

*Middle Park Habitat Partnership Program (HPP) is a major partner in our spring
development program by working with landowners to reimburse them for much of the
costs associated with installing spring developments on ag lands. HPP, funded by revenue
from the sale of big game licenses, develops partnerships among landowners, land
managers, sportsmen, the public, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) to reduce wildlife conflict. https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/
HabitatPartnershipProgram.aspx

Product Sales
In working to achieve our goal of improving the health and habitat value of our rangelands, croplands, forests, and water resources, the
Middle Park Conservation District sells a variety of natural resources products to our local landowners, businesses, and agencies. The
products include: Grass and Wildflower Seed, Tree Seedlings and Perennials*, Tire Tanks, and Polyacrylamide (PAM).

*CSCB’s Matching Grant funds were secured thanks to
the lobbying efforts of the Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts at the Colorado State Legislature.
**Grand County Wildfire Council is a non-profit
organization promoting wildfire mitigation in
Grand County. Bewildfireready.org
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*MPCD acts as Grand and
Summit’s sales cooperator
for the Colorado State
Forest Service Nursery in
Fort Collins, CO.
csfs.colostate.edu/
seedling-tree-nursery/

MPCD ֎ 106 S 2nd Street ֎ PO Box 265 ֎ Kremmling, CO 80459 ֎ 970-724-3456 ֎ middleparkcd@gmail.com ֎ middleparkcd.com

